“True to both the CEIST mission and the
founding intention of the Mercy Order, Sancta
Maria College offers a holistic education in the
Catholic tradition”
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Principal’s Welcome
Thank you for taking the time to consider Sancta Maria
College for your daughter.
Sancta Maria College is an all-girls, voluntary, Catholic
Secondary School, originally established by the Mercy Sisters
and currently under the trusteeship of CEIST — Catholic
Education, an Irish Schools Trust.

• Promoting Spiritual and Human Development
• Achieving Quality in Teaching and Learning

Gerardine Kennedy

Marguerite Rowan

Principal

Deputy Principal

• Showing Respect for Every Person
• Being Just and Responsible
are the values enunciated in the CEIST Charter and these
are the values by which we, at Sancta Maria College,
measure our mission, performance and priorities. They are
‘the standards’ that inform best practice and characterise life
at Sancta Maria College.
As a Catholic school we pursue excellence in an
inclusive, caring and respectful environment.
Students are appropriately challenged to achieve their
personal best and to have high expectations of themselves
and the confidence and self-belief to pursue their dreams.

As you explore the pages of this prospectus we hope that you
will find answers to at least some of your questions and arrive
at a better understanding of who we are and what we value
at Sancta Maria College. We hope, also, that this exploration
will leave you wishing to know more and, should this be the
case, please feel free to contact us, either by e-mail at
info@sanctamariacollege.com or by phone at 014934887.
Our Open Day is well worth a visit and takes place early in
the first term each year. Why not takes the opportunity to visit
and meet our talented and dedicated staff and some of our
highly motivated and enthusiastic students and thus gain a
greater insight into life as a student, or staff member, at Sancta
Maria College in the twenty-first century.
Gerardine Kennedy
Principal

Our Mission
True to both the CEIST mission and the founding
intention of the Mercy Order, Sancta Maria College
offers a holistic education in the Catholic tradition

Catherine McAuley

• Creating Community and

Vision
Our vision is that of a compassionate and just society
inspired by Catherine McAuley, who founded the Mercy
Order, and the life and teachings of Jesus Christ.
Accordingly, the provision of education at Sancta Maria
College is committed to the full development and the
achievement of the potential of each student, particularly those
who are disadvantaged or marginalised and is conducted in
an atmosphere of care, respect and joy. The College offers
a unique educational experience that combines academic
excellence with faith, compassion and service.
Catholic education has been at the heart of the Church’s
mission since Jesus Christ urged his disciples to ‘go teach
all nations’. Down through the ages, religious men and
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women have sought to share the Good News of Jesus
Christ and bring education to people of all over the world.
Congregations of the late eighteenth and early nineteenth
centuries in Ireland, for example, the Sister of Mercy, sought
to bring Catholic education to those who were the poor,
excluded and marginalised at that time. While maintaining
a strong Catholic tradition and ethos, Sancta Maria College
today welcomes students of every religious tradition as well
as students with no religious tradition. We have students of
various nationalities, believing that all are enriched by the
experience and culture of their fellow human beings.
Today, education is readily accessible to all. However, the
twenty-first century has brought new challenges which
necessitated the creation of new structures to ensure that

Catholic secondary education is a viable option in a pluralist
Ireland. For this reason five religious orders, the Sisters of
Mercy, the Presentation Sisters, the Sisters of the Christian
Retreat, the Daughters of Charity and the Missionaries of
the Sacred Heart, have come together to form a designated
organisation that will be faithful to the founding intention,
hold our traditions and enable our schools to navigate, true to
their identity, the next phase of their life journey.
This new organisation is called CEIST – Catholic Education,
an Irish Schools Trust.

Sancta Maria College offers
a holistic education in the
Catholic tradition.

History of the College
St Mary’s Convent, Ballyroan, formerly the home of Sr Mary
of the Sacred Heart McCabe, who’s family had gifted their
home and lands to the Mercy Sisters in 1932, was established
as a school by the Sisters of Mercy in 1960. Initially, the
Sisters used the house as a holiday home for business girls
but by 1942 tuberculosis was prevalent in Ireland and the
house was converted into a preventorium for the treatment of
children who were at risk of contracting the disease.
By 1959 tuberculosis was under control but a new need had
arisen in this beautiful area of South Dublin, i.e. education.
The population was growing rapidly and on the 8th
September 1960 the Mercy Sisters first opened the doors of
Sancta Maria College as a Boarding, Senior Day and Junior
Private School. There were 23 boarders and 12 day girls
in the Senior School and 35 children, boys and girls in the
Junior School. In the Senior School there was a staff of four
Mercy Sisters, Sr. Loreto, Sr. Paul, Sr. Bernadette and one lay
teacher, Mrs Gibney, and in the Junior School a staff of three,
Sr. Marian Agnes, Sr. Regina Assumpta and Sr. Dolores.
From such humble beginnings, admirable progress was,
indeed, made and so, today, the College has an enrolment of
520 students and a staff of 34 teachers.
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Why Should You Consider Sancta Maria
College for Your Daughter?
Spiritual Development

Teaching and Learning

At Sancta Maria College your daughter’s spiritual
development is recognised as a key element of her
overall development, essential to her wellbeing and
necessary to ensure her growth into a person with a deep
understanding of her spiritual nature and a capacity to
critically reflect and to draw on her spiritual resources,
built up in her home during her teenage and young adult
years at Sancta Maria College.

Teaching and Learning are prioritised at Sancta Maria College.
We provide a broad and comprehensive curriculum, as laid
down by the Department of Education and Skills, delivered by
staff members who are highly qualified, competent and deeply
committed to ensuring the provision of a quality teaching and
learning experience for all of our students.

Social Justice
We provide a broad and holistic education and strive to
raise awareness amongst the school community of the
issues of social justice, at home and abroad, and world
peace. In keeping with our ethos, we strive to encourage,
and to model for our students, our Christian calling to
service and the need to give something back.

The quality of delivery is constantly reviewed and selfevaluation, at all levels, leads to early identification of areas
in need of improvement. This is followed by swift remedial
action with a view to addressing any areas of weakness
identified in the system.
At Sancta Maria College we are fully conversant with
the most up-to-date research and thinking in the field of
education and build them into the decision making and
evaluation processes.

Links with Parents
Sancta Maria College works closely with parents. We welcome parental involvement and your feedback is critical for the selfevaluation process. We have a highly effective Parents Association which plays a key role in many aspects of College life.
Parent/teacher
meetings

Reports

Parents’
Council

Email and text
messages home

World of Work

Pastoral Care

At SMC we keep abreast of developments in the world of
work, and the interface between the world of education
and the world of work. Is what is being provided for
your daughter at SMC going to adequately prepare
her to enter a rapidly changing and developing world
where transferable skills are essential and where your
daughter will be required to adapt and change course
on many occasions throughout her working life? This
is a question that you, as a parent, must ask and we
have a responsibility to ensure that the answer will
always be Yes, it is. Should you feel the need to raise
this question with me, personally, as Principal of Sancta
Maria College, please feel free to e-mail me at gkennedy@
sanctamariacollege.com

We have a highly effective Pastoral Care System and
highly developed support structures for our students.

Extra – Curricular Activities
We provide a broad range of extra-curricular activities
and encourage all of our students to become involved in
their chosen area of interest.
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Guidance and Counselling
We also place a very high value on the importance of
adequate Guidance and Counselling for our students and
the quality of service available is of the highest standard.

Redevelopment Project
Sancta Maria College is about to turn the sod on our very
extensive Redevelopment Project. Many years in the
planning, and finally about to become a reality, SMC will,
please God, open the doors to two, new, ‘state-of-the-art’
classroom/specialist room wings, a large new physical
education hall and a completely refurbished current
building in 2016. The development will proceed over the
next two-years, in two separate phases, and will do so
with minimum disruption to school activities during that
two year period. Refurbishment of the current building
will be a summer project in 2015 and 2016.

Student Support Structure
In Sancta Maria College we are deeply mindful of the
welfare of all of our students and pastoral care is a vital
element of service provision. All members of the teaching,
administration and ancillary staff and school management
exercise a caring role towards our students. Staff members
build warm, respectful relationships with students while
also ensuring appropriate boundaries are established
and maintained and student responsibility promoted
and encouraged. The importance of taking personal
responsibility is modelled for students and students are
guided in making effective choices that allow them to meet
their own needs, while also respecting the needs of others.
Learning that all of our behaviours have consequences
and that we always have a choice as to whether we
choose those behaviours that are effective, or those that

are ineffective, is also an important part of this awareness
raising approach.
Our student support structure includes all of the following
personnel and teams, as well as the support that, of course,
is provided by all members of the teaching and ancillary
staff in a number of informal, but appropriate ways:

Principal and Deputy Principal
The Principal and Deputy Principal oversee the
programmes of care for students and are also available
to parents when concerns and challenges arise for their
daughters. Similarly, they are always available to provide
support for students who are struggling in any area of their
lives and to make/recommend referrals when appropriate.

Class Tutor System
The tutor system in Sancta Maria College is part of our
pastoral care system. Each class group has a tutor who
continues with her/his class group from 1st to 3rd year
and also from 5th to 6th year. The tutor gets to know his/
her student and the students always feel that they have
someone to turn to in times of need.

Year Head
The Year Head, as a leader of teaching and learning,
plays a very important role in a student’s life. This role is
very much a pastoral one and is dedicated to making the
student’s educational experience a positive one, while also
working to ensure that it is positive for other students with
whom she comes in contact. The Year Head works closely
with class tutors and members of teaching staff. She/he
also supports staff in the implementation of the Positive
Behaviour Code.
The Year Head will also monitor your daughter’s academic

progress and makes interventions, as necessary. Year
Heads are also available to parents and will keep in regular
contact with home when the need arises. They will also
offer support and guidance to parents for the duration of
their daughter’s stay at Sancta Maria College.

Student Council
The Student Council consists of a representative body
elected from, and by, the general cohort of students in the
school. Each tutor group elects a class representative to the
Council. The Student Council gives students an opportunity
to voice their opinions and to play an active role in policymaking in the school. A member of staff liaises with the
Student Council and through the Council links are formed
between the students and school management.
The aim of the council is to provide a forum for students to
voice their opinions on school matters and play their part
in shaping policy and influencing and enhancing student life.
Sancta Maria College
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Guidance Counsellor

The Parents Association acts as a representative body who:

The Guidance Counsellor works with all year groups and
is involved in classroom activities, one-to-one personal
counselling, career counselling and the assessment of
educational and vocational abilities.

• Represent the views of parents

She also works with students on an individual basis to
develop study plans and complete college applications.
Areas covered by the Guidance Counsellor include subject
choice, psychological testing, individual and group guidance,
career investigation, job shadowing, CAO and UCAS
applications, college open days, study skills and job applications.

Parents’ Association
The Parents’ Association is an active and vibrant feature of the
school community at Sancta Maria College.
Membership of the Association is open to parents/guardians
of all students attending the College. The committee is elected
each year at the Annual General Meeting, AGM, in October
and meetings are held monthly.

• Inform parents of developments in education and in the
school

• Foster co-operation between parents, teachers and school
management
• Provide opportunities for parents and the school Principal and/
or a representative of staff to meet and exchange ideas on the
education of their children, to discuss issues such as discipline,
homework etc. and to address topics of mutual interest
• Help with the provision of facilities/equipment and in fundraising
Parents who wish to become actively involved in the school
are welcome and encouraged to join the Parents Association.
In recent years the Association has worked closely with school
management and staff in improving and developing computer
and locker facilities and also our library software. They have
also assisted with policy development and with college events,
such as College Musical, Graduation Day etc.

Care Team
The Care Team meets on a weekly basis to identify vulnerable students, to review the progress of
students who face ongoing additional challenges both in and out of school, and to ensure adequate
supports are put in place to address, to the best of our ability, the areas of concern.

Learning Support

Cara Programme

Sancta Maria College provides a full and varied set of
supports for students with Special Educational Needs.

‘Cara’ is a programme of welcome and support for
incoming First Year Students. It is led by the Guidance
Counsellor and aims to make the transition from primary
to secondary school more pleasant and less threatening
for them.

These supports are offered following formal and informal
assessment and consultation with parents, primary schools
and other educational professionals.
The provision of this support takes place in a variety of
forms, as deemed appropriate for the student in question.
Students for whom English is not their first language are
also given support in the development of language skills.

The Sancta Maria College ‘Cara’ programme comprises
a group of fifth year student volunteers who befriend first
year students, encouraging and assisting them in their
transition to second level.

Curriculum
Senior Prefect Team
Towards the end of fifth year students can apply for the
positions of Head Girl, Deputy Head Girl and Prefects for
the following year.
The Prefect Team organises activities and helps out at
school functions. The Head Girl and Deputy Head Girl
represent the school on all formal occasions.
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The school also offers the Social Personal and Health Education,
(SPHE), Civic Social and Political Education, (CSPE), and
Relationships and Sexuality Education, (RSE). All staff who teach
on the SPHE and RSE programmes have had extensive training
over the past two years to equip them to deliver these very
important elements of the school curriculum.
These programmes offer students the opportunity to explore
new areas in a respectful and sensitive manner and in a safe
environment. Students learn about personal responsibility and
social responsibility in a structured and carefully devised manner.

Sports and Recreation
Sancta Maria College has a long and proud tradition of
sporting achievements. Challenge, teamwork and fun are
all part of an exciting physical education programme that
combines sport with a wide selection of leisure and fitness
activities. Girls are encouraged to try the many different
sports available. Hockey, Tennis, Camogie, Gaelic
Football, Soccer, Badminton, Athletics and Basketball
and each year teams are fielded in all of the above. The

college boasts outstanding sporting facilities at the Sancta
Maria College, Ballyboden Saint Enda’s Facility, which
includes an All Weather Pitch, an Astro Turf Pitch, an
Athletics Track, Hockey and Tennis Courts, Wall Ball etc.
The Sancta Maria College redevelopment project, due
to start in October/November 2014, will also include the
erection of a large new P.E. Hall facilitating access to
even better facilities than we currently have

Arts and Culture
Music

Visual Art

Sancta Maria College has a thriving Music Department
and Music is offered to all Year Groups, from First to
Sixth Year. Our choirs prepare for choir competitions
such as the Wesley Competition and the All-Island Choir
Competitions.

The College’s Art rooms are dynamic and creative spaces
where girls can experiment with different media such
as painting, drawing, textiles, printmaking and graphic
design. The Art Department offer a range of creative
and enterprising activities outside the confines of the
curriculum and students are encouraged to develop their
creativity and innovative and enterprising skills. These
are skills that are highly valued in the world of work of the
early twenty-first century.

We have a strong tradition in performing musicals within
the college. Transition year students stage a musical on
an annual basis. Music students also experience trips to
the National Concert Hall and other such music venues to
enhance their musical experience. They are introduced
to all strands of the Music Curriculum, i.e. composing,
performing, listening and music technology.
Each year, the Sancta Maria College Choir attends the
Diocesan Liturgical Emmanuel Event in the Helix Theatre
in Dublin City University (DCU) and on many occasions our
students have performed as soloists for the performance.

Visits to the Art galleries and sculpture tours are
extremely worthwhile and enjoyable aspects of the
provision and an enjoyable experience and they benefit all
students whatever career path they eventually choose.

Sancta Maria College
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Educational Programmes
Curriculum
The college offers the following three programmes: Junior Cycle, Transition Year (Optional) and Senior Cycle.
There are two options available to senior cycle students:

• The Leaving Certificate
• The Leaving Certificate Vocational Programme
Each of these programmes provides appropriate curriculum content and a balanced learning environment where all girls are
encouraged to achieve their personal best.

The Junior Cycle Programme
Junior Cycle Core Subjects:

Junior Cycle Option Subjects

All students study the following subjects:

One Modern Language from following options:

Irish*

French*

English*

Spanish*

Mathematics*

Italian*

History*

Two subjects from the following options:

Geography*

Science*

Civic Social Political Education* (CSPE)

Home Economics*

One Modern Language*

Business*

Religious Education*

Art*

Social, Personal and Health Education

Music*

Levels
• All subjects are available
to students at the appropriate
level for that student
• CSPE is a subject that is
offered at common level
Sancta Maria College follows
the curricular programmes
set down by the Department
of Education and Skills which
may be amended from time
to time in accordance with the
Education Act 1998 (Sections
9 & 30)

Physical Education
Subjects marked with an * are examination subjects. All students study all core subjects and choose one modern
language + 2 other subjects from the optional subject list.

Find out more on website
www.sanctamariacollege.com

3rd Level
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Educational Programmes
Senior Cycle Programmes
The following subjects are core subjects
taken by all students:

The following subjects are optional. Students normally select four optional subjects,
including one modern language:

Irish

History

Art

Geography

Music

French

Biology

Spanish

Chemistry

Italian

Physics

Physical Education

Accounting

Home Economics – Social and Scientific

Guidance & Counselling

Business

English
Maths
Religion

Subjects can be taken at either Higher or Ordinary Level.

Leaving Certificate
Vocational Programme
(LCVP)
What is LCVP?
Students who take the LCVP must take a minimum of five
Leaving Certificate Subjects, as above, including Irish. Two
of the above must be selected from one of the designated
Vocational Subject groupings. Students are also required to
follow a recognised course in a modern European Language.

Awards and
Achievements
Sancta Maria College is committed to a policy
of recognition, encouragement and reward of
achievement in all facets of College life. The
achievements are acknowledged and celebrated at
formal student award ceremonies.

Transition Year
Our Transition Year Programme offers a wide variety
of topics and subjects. Students who have completed
Transition Year are, we believe, better informed when it
comes to choosing subjects in Fifth Year and making career
choices in Sixth Year.
Transition Year students become more involved with their
immediate community through work experience, voluntary
work and community work. Students can also follow and
develop special interests for example sporting, leisure or
academic.
There is also space and opportunity to concentrate on
some aspects of learning which do not always feature on
either the Junior or Leaving Certificate Courses. Qualities
which might not otherwise flourish are often developed.
The flexibility offered by the programme means it can be
an ideal opportunity for students to respond to challenges
such as Gaisce – the President’s Award, First Aid, Self
Defence, Peer Mentoring and the TY Musical. Community
Care and Work Experience are also an important aspect of
the Transition Year Programme.

Education at Sancta Maria
College is committed to the full
development and the achievement
of the potential of each student.
Sancta Maria College
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Facilities
The school has 47 classrooms and every teacher has her/
his own room. There’s an Assembly Hall, 2 Art Rooms,
Biology Laboratory, Chemistry Laboratory and Physics
Laboratory, 2 Computer Rooms, 30 Laptops on a Laptop
Trolley, 3 Home Economics Rooms, History/Geography
Room, Library, Music Room and Resource/Learning
Support Room.

I.T. Facilities
Sancta Maria College has made a very significant
investment in I.T. in the past three years and our Parents’
Association have been especially supportive in their
fundraising campaigns which were crucial to this upgrade

• Laptops and Projector were installed in every classroom
in 2011/2012 triggering the first major leap into the
introduction of I.T. as a tool in teaching & learning

• eBeam technology was installed in all Mathematics and
Science Rooms
• 2 Visualisers were purchased
• 26 New Computers were installed in Computer Room 1
during the summer of 2012

• ePortal was launched in summer 2012, allowing
teachers to electronically record attendance, behaviour and
academic progress
• extensive upgrading took place in Computer Room 2, the
library and the staffroom

• 30 Laptops on a Laptop Trolley were purchased enabling
students to work online in classrooms and in other learning
centres throughout the college
• 100 mb broadband was installed in 2013/2014
• New Library Software was installed in 2013/2014 as part
of our Literacy initiative

Sancta Maria College
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• The college installed a computerised system for
tracking student attendance, academic progress and
behaviour in 2012 and this has been further enhanced in
2014 with the transfer to VSWare

• Office 365 has been installed in September 2014
Work on the Wifi infrastructure will be undertaken during
the 2014/2015 school year in preparation for the further
enhancement of I.T. facilities and the progress towards
further embracing the move towards being a Smart
School as we prepare our students for the world of work
of the twenty-first century.

Library
Sancta Maria College’s library is the envy of most
educational establishments! The library’s new computer
software package, the Eclipse System, allows students
access the college library from any PC, even from home.
Each student is given their own unique login where she
can check her loans, search for books, etc. Parents
can also use the system from home to monitor their
daughter’s library account.
Book Clubs are one of the newer features of the college
library and a Creative Writing Club is bursting at the
seams with budding authors!
Well known visiting authors who have recently shared their
journey with the girls include Anna Carey, Laura Jane Cassidy,
Sheila O’Flanagan and Roddy Doyle. All authors have been
astounded by the enthusiasm of the girls and their knowledge
of the world of creative writing and what it entails.

Student Lockers
Each student is provided with her own locker for the
school year. The locker is sufficiently large to store the
personal belongings of each student, including camogie
sticks, hockey sticks, helmets, coats, projects, books etc.

Building Project 2014
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F: 01 495 0786
E: info@sanctamariacollege.com
www.sanctamariacollege.com

Thinking ahead

Schools.ie

T: 01 493 4887
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As a Catholic school we pursue excellence in an inclusive,
caring and respectful environment.

